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Welcome Note

Primary spinal tumors are inherently rare entities presenting 
with a wide range of biological pathways in tumor genesis. Des-
pite to their complexity in diagnosis, grading and resulting ther-
apy, clinical studies and scientific investigations of spinal oncol-
ogy have long time lagged behind similar work on oncosurgical 
studies of the extremities. However, several publications lately 
presented multicentre-based data giving closer insight and bet-
ter understanding to the pathophysiological behavior. Notably, 
among the partly unknown prognostic variables decisively influ-
encing course and outcome of spinal malignancies, the under- 
lying tumor biology has been turned out to be the most impor-
tant factor. Thus, the spine tumor community must provide ans-
wers to the questions, how these heterogeneous tumor activity 
guide treatment and – whenever possible – surgical and onco-
logical concepts must be tailored to the individual constellation. 

We anticipate that specific recommendations for future research 
and treatment of spinal resection and reconstruction techniques 
will evolve from the comprehensive collection of topics, which in 
turn subsequently promote intense exchange of experiences in 
usually very creative and entertaining discussions.

Looking forward seeing you all in Dresden again!

Prof. Dr. med. Alexander C. Disch        
Prof. Dr. med. Klaus-Dieter Schaser
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Friday, May 20th

07:30	 Registration

08:35	 Opening ceremony – Welcome 
	 „6th International Spine Tumor Days“
	 Schaser, Disch (Dresden/DE)

Session I    –	 Molecular basis, imaging prognostic of spinal 
	 tumors
Chairs	 Disch (Dresden/DE), Stulik (Prague/CZ)

08:45	 “Good things come to those who wait, like an 
	 expiration date” 
	 Red Hot Chilli Peppers, Goodbye Horray
	 An update of molecular pathology and genetic 
	 recurrence factors of bone sarcoma
	 Baumhoer (Basel/CH)

09:00	 “You’ve been running and hiding much too long.” 
	 Eric Clapton, Layla
	 Individual risk evaluation for local recurrence 
	 and distant metastasis in Ewing sarcoma:
	 Implication for spine surgeons?
	 Dijkstra (ZA Leiden/NL)

09:15	 “Therè s more to the picture than meets the eye” 
	 Neil Young, Hey, Hey, My, My
	 PET Imaging of spinal tumors – What should 
	 spine surgeons know and be aware of?
	 Brenner (Berlin/DE)

09:30–10:00 	 Coffee Break

Session II    –	 Benign tumors & tumor like lesions:
	 Resection and reconstruction techniques
Chairs	 Schaser (Dresden/DE), Reynolds (Oxford/GB)

10:00	 “Sometimes you got to look back to the street 
	 again,would you prefer all those castles in Spain? 
	 Or the view of your street from your window pane?“
	 Van Morrison, The Street Only Knew Your Name
	 Resection of benign tumors and tumor like 
	 lesions in the cervical spine
	 Stulik (Prague/CZ)

10:15	 “He still stands in spite of what his scars say.” 
	 Amy Winehouse, Some Unholy War
	 Surgical management of aggressive spinal/
	 vertebral hemangioma 
	 Martin-Benlloch (Valencia/ES)

10:25	 “I don’t want my personality to overshadow my 
	 talent.” Cardi B.
	 Endovascular management of aggressive spinal/ 
 	 vertebral hemangioma 
	 Hoffmann (Dresden/DE)

10:40	 “Send in your skeletons … the secrets you keep are
	 ever ready“ Foo Fighters, The Pretender 
	 Osteoid-osteoma of the spine – tips, tricks and 
	 limits of percutaneous ablation techniques 
	 Collettini (Berlin/DE)

10:55	 “Some days are diamonds, some days are rocks.” 
	 Tom Petty, Walls 
	 Benign pediatric spinal tumors – spectrum and 
	 treatment overview (Report from the AO 
	 knowledge forum Tumor)
	 Disch (Dresden/DE)

11:10	 Keynote lecture

	 “Just because you feel it, doesǹ t mean it̀ s there” 
	 Radiohead, There, There 
	 The tactile Internet
	 Fettweis (Dresden/DE)

12:00–12:30 	 Lunch Break

12:30–13:15 	 Workshop I 
	 Advanced techniques in spinal tumor treatment

13:15–14:00 	 Workshop II
	 Utility of 45S5 Bioactive Glass
	 as Bone Graft Substitute in Orthpaedic
	 Oncology and Metastatic Spine Disease
	 Scharschmidt (Columbus/US)

Session III   –	 Spinal malignancies – Resection & 
	 Reconstruction Techniques
Chairs	 Martin-Benlloch (Valencia/ES)
	 Rahimizadeh (Teheran/IR)

14:00	 “I don’t know whether I am the boxer or the bag.” 
	 Pearl Jam, Yellow Leadbetter 
	 En bloc resection for malignant cervical spine 
	 tumors: a desparate  or worthwhile endeavor?
	 Reynolds (Oxford/GB)

14:15	 “Therè s someone in my head, but it̀ s not me” 
	 Pink Floyd, Brain Damage 
	 Role of navigation in spinal/sacral tumor 
	 resection – rather obstructive than supportive
	 Fritzsche (Dresden/DE)

14:30	 “You lose yourself, you reappear, You suddenly find 
	 you got nothing to fear“ 
	 Bob Dylan, It̀ s Allright Ma, I’m Only Bleeding
	 Multisegmental thoracolumbar en bloc 
	 spondylectomy – surgical feasibility versus 
	 ongological usefulness?
	 Luzzati (Milano/IT)

14:45	 “I`ll be the one to show you the way, yoù ll be 
	 the one to complain” 
	 Kings of Leon, The Bucket 
	 Spinal tumors with involvement/encasement of 
	 large vessels patients – limit your challenge or 
	 challenging your limits? 
	 Schaser (Dresden/DE)

15:00	 “I am the face that you have to face” 
	 Foo Fighters, The Pretender
	 Excision and spinopelvic reconstruction for sacral 
	 tumors – nothing can substitute experience …! 
	 Lazáry (Budapest/HU)

15:15	 “A lot of truth is said in jest” 
	 Eminem, Say What You Say 
	 Anterolateral approach to subaxial cervical 
	 vertebral artery
	 Rahimizadeh (Teheran/IR)

15:30–16:00 	 Coffee Break

16:00	 Keynote lecture

	 “Time may change me, but I caǹ t trace time” 
	 David Bowie, Changes
	 Modern concepts in surgical treatment of 
	 spinal chordoma
	 Gokoslan (Providence/US)

Session IV   –	A bstract session
Chairs	 Schultheiss (Ulm/DE), Netzer (Basel/CH)

16:30	 A1: Complete resection of sticky ossified 
	 dorsal meningioma without neurovascular 
	 complications
	 Hammed (Lattakia/SY)

16:40	 A2: AKT1 E17K and NF2 mutations dominate
	 spinal meningiomas WHO grade 1 and present
	 distinct tumor features
	 Juratli (Dresden/DE)

16:50	 A3: Results of differential surgical treatment of
	 patients with spinal plasmacytomas
	 Kosimshoev (Novosibirsk/RU)

17:00	 A4: Spinal long-term biomechanical alterations 
	 after intramedullary tumors resection via 
	 laminectomy and laminoplasty
	 Podlesek (Dresden/DE)

17:10	 A5: Intraperative blood loss is significantly as
	 sociated with early complications in cervical
	 spine tumor surgery
	 Tiripa (Karlsbad-Langensteinbach/DE)

17:20	 A6: Epidemiology of surgically treated spinal 
	 tumors according to the German Society for 
	 Spine Surgery (DWG) registry
	 Walter (Cologne/DE)

17:30	 A7: Case report for giant ilio-lumbosacral 
	 osteosarcoma: management by en bloc 
	 excision and spinopelvic fixation
	 Weidlich (Dresden/DE)

Saturday, May 21st

08:50 	 Short information about the Spine Tumor 
	 Academy
	 Schaser (Dresden/DE)

Session V    –	 Complications and failures
Chairs	 Luzzati (Milano/IT), Schaser (Dresden/DE)

09:00	 “When the grass is cut the snakes will show”
	 Blueprint, Jay-Z
	 Spinal reconstruction failure in long term 
	 survivors: concepts for anterior fusion after 
	 multisegmental resection
	 Reynolds (Oxford/GB)

09:15	 “All beauty must die” 
	 Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds with Kylie Minogue, 
	 Where The Wild Roses Grow
	 Managing sequalea of posterior approaches 
	 and wound complications – plastic coverage 
	 and flaps 
	 Dragu (Dresden/DE)

09:30	 „With every mistake we must surely be learning“ 
	 George Harrisson, While My Guitar Gently Weeps
	 Intra-/postoperative CSF leakage in extradural 
	 spinal tumor resection – recognition, avoidance
	 and management?
	 Ringel (Mainz/DE)

09:45	 “Don’t let the same dog bite you twice” 
	 Chuck Berry, Too Much Of Monkey Business 
	 Local recurrencies – impact of underlying 
	 primary tumor biology on surgical treatment
	 Schaser, Disch (Dresden/DE)

10:00–10:30 	 Coffee Break

Session VI    –	 New trends and perspectives
Chairs	 Lazáry (Budapest/HU), Ringel (Mainz/DE)

10:30	 “One strike of lightning is all that I need, and a 
	 blast of electricity that runs at top speed” 
	 Bob Dylan, My Own Version Of You
	 Clinical results of proton-beam neo-/adjuvant 
	 radiotherapy for primary spine/paraspinal 
	 sarcomas
	 Troost (Dresden/DE)

10:45	 “Incredible, how you can see right through me: 
	 I’m the invisible man”
	 Queen, The Invisible Man
	 Carbon-fiber implants for the treatment of 
	 spinal tumors – biomechanical characteristics 
	 combined with advantages for radiation 
	 planning, restaging imaging?
	 F. Ringel (Mainz/DE)

11:00	 “Where the music̀ s guaranteed to blow your mind”
	 Ocean Colour Scene, Huckleberry Groove 
	 The NCT MASTER (Molecularly Aided 
	 Stratification for Tumor Eradication Research) 
	 program – role of precision oncology in 
	 sarcoma treatment
	 Fröhling (Heidelberg/DE)

11:15	 Summary & Farewell 
	 “Dresden calling” – announcement of the 7th ISTD

11:30	 End of the meeting


